PREFACE
I WAS first privileged to see this book before it was sub-
mitted as a thesis for the Ph.D. degree of the University
of London ; it opened up for me a new field of education
which was further illumined by conversations with the
author. I welcome its publication, since it will make
accessible an important chapter in history which would
otherwise remain generally unknown. Histories of edu-
cation pass too lightly over, or even omit, the devoted
and influential work of the religious Orders. Except for
the biography of St. Madeleine Sophie,1 and the sketch
by Reverend Mother Janet Erskine Stuart, The Society
of the Sacred Heart* there is no book in English dealing
with the rise and development of this great teaching
Order.
The foundress, Madeleine .Sophie Barat, must be
numbered amongst the memorable names of education.
Though of humble origin, she was led by her intellectual
and organising ability, no less than by her religious fervour,
to conceive and to launch this far-reaching venture.
Starting in 1800 in the lowliest surroundings, the Society
has spread to most countries of Europe, to North and
South America, to Australia, Africa, China, and Japan.
As the author remarks, St. Madeleine Sophie " gave her
Society two safeguards that ensured its integrity and its
continuity, namely a transcending inner spirit which gives
life to its work, and a constitutional government that has
enabled it to weather many a storm." The foundations
were indeed laid with genius ; otherwise the Order could
not have preserved its original ideal and yet adapted itself
to the needs of many countries.and generations.
1 Printed at Roehampton, 1900.                   * Ptinted at Roehampton, 1914.